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The Year One Team

Teachers and Teaching Assistants

▪ Mr McKinlay & Ms Bishop

▪ Miss Gates & Mrs Wallia

▪ Miss Rice & Mrs Foley



Y1 Topics

Non-Local Trips:
• London Zoo
• Tate Modern
• Golden Hinde

Autumn 1
The Senses
• The Human Body and its 

parts

• Understanding the 5 senses 

Spring 1
Dragons, Giants and Fairies!
• The myths and legends of the 

UK
• Famous landmarks of the UK

Summer 1
Think Global! Act Local!
• Changes and Growth in plants
• Comparing contrasting 

environments (town and 
country)

Autumn 2
The 1960s
• The history, music and 

culture of the 1960s
• Pop Art!
Family surveys

Spring 2
Go Wild!
• The most interesting animals 

from around the world
• Animal body parts and 

categorisation

Summer 2
High Sea Explorers
• Map skills and the travels of 

Sir Francis Drake  
• Testing materials 



** to change A Typical Day!
9.00 - 9.15am  Register and early morning work.

9.15 – 10.15   English 

10.15 – 10.30 Assembly (not Thursday)

10.30 – 10.45 Break time

10.45 – 11.10 Reading Carousel

11.10 – 12.00  Maths 

12.00 – 1.10 Lunch

1.10 – 2.50 Topic / Science / RE / Art or DT including a 10 
minute physical activity

2.50 – 3.00 Getting ready for home

3.00 – 3.20 Story time

In addition: 2 sessions for PE (incl. Kings ground), 1 Computing session, and a Music session 
every week.

Many of these sessions involve practical 
learning opportunities, working in pairs or in a small 
group. Physical activities are also included e.g. maths 
/phonic games in the hall. 

Curriculum links are made where possible e.g. topic 

writing in an English session. 



Home School Links
• Informal contact – after school.

• Formal meetings – 2 consultation weeks (October and February).

• Weekly emails.

• PACT reading record book – On your child’s designated day 3 books 
will be sent home each week. 

• Homework – no formal tasks, however we’d hope there’d be at least 
15 minutes daily child led  reading, plus as many stories, songs, 
conversations and games as you can fit it!

• Check to year group email for ideas to support your child at home.

• Termly reports will have next steps from your child’s class teacher.



Individual Next Steps

• Discussed during teacher parent consultation.

• Linked to teachers’ tracking of pupil attainment 
and progress.

• Explain where your child is at and the MAIN 
things they need to work on in order to make 
progress.



English Targets – Autumn Term 

Children working within Phase 2 & 3 Phonics. 
Using and applying knowledge to develop 

reading and writing.

They are starting to write simple sentences 
independently and are beginning to demarcate 

them with capital letters and full stops.



English Targets – Spring Term
Children secure with  Phase 2 and 3 Phonics, working 
within Phase 5 Phonics, they can read some common 

exception words from memory.

They read text understanding its meaning and 
comment on events in stories, themes in poems and 

facts in non-fiction. 

They correctly demarcate sentences with a capital 
letter and full stop. They are starting to be able to 

spell common exception words from memory.



English Targets – Summer Term
Children complete Phase 5 Phonics and the Phonics 

Screening Check. They are can read the Year One common 
exception words from memory.  

Sentences are always demarcated with capital letters and 
full stops. They are able to recognise other punctuation 

such as question and exclamation marks. They will start to 
use basic suffixes and prefixes; un, s, es, er, est, ed, ing.

They can spell the Year One common exception words 
from memory.

Their handwriting is neat and even (within reason) and 
they will start and finish their letters in the correct places.



Before we tell you 
how we help the 

children meet those 
targets, these are the 

phases in phonics:



Phonics Phases

Phase 2 Sounds s a t p i n m d

g o c k ck e u r

h b f ff l ll ss

Phase 3 Sounds j v w x y z zz qu

ch sh th th ng ai ee igh

oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi

ear air ure er

Phase 5 Sounds ay ou ie ea oy ir ue ue

aw wh ph ew ew oe au a_e

e_e i_e o_e u_e u_e

Phase 4 is the revision of Phases 2 and 3 focusing on common 
letter groups. E.G; st, sn, nd, mp.



These are the Year One 
common exception 

words:

(They cannot be sounded out or spelt 
out using phonics.)





So, how do we 
help the children 

meet those 
targets?



In a lot of different 
ways.



We have a ‘big write’ once a week. 
Initially, this could be a few sentences on 

our trip to the zoo or a few sentences for a 
whole class book. 

We do prep to build up to this during the 
week, helping the children organise their 

thoughts and identify what sort of 
vocabulary they might need.

Over the course of the year the big  write 
will become longer 
and more complex.



We also have Words of the Week, which 

are all common exception words. These will 

be briefly copied out daily and focused on in more 
depth in our weekly spelling session on Thursday. 

This will see the children seeing if they can spell 
the words from memory yet and trying to put 

them into simple sentences.



We have a weekly dictation lesson, where, because

the children are told what they are going to write, 

they can focus on counting how many words are going to be 
in the sentence, saying the words out loud several times to fix 

them in their heads and making gestures to remind 
themselves where the capital letter(s) and full stops need to 

go.

Any words that can’t be sounded out would be written up for 
them. After having a go, they’ll be shown the sentence, so 

they can correct any little mistakes.

These sentences will often and tie in with the big write the 
words of the week.



We have short daily handwriting practise, 
focusing in on specific groups of letters that are 

formed in similar ways; caterpillar letters, 
ladder letters, zigzag monster letters and one 

armed robot letters.

The most important aspect is the start and 
finishing points of the letters; this will 

eventually make joined up writing possible.



Your child will have a one-to-one 

reading session once a week with their class 
teacher and one with their class teaching 

assistant.

We’ll write in your child’s reading record 
book the main teaching points of the session. 



Phonics Screening Check

• The reading check is carried out in June.

• The purpose is to confirm that all pupils have learned phonic 
decoding to an age-appropriate standard.

• The check consists of 40 words that contain real words and pseudo 
words (nonsense) and lasts between 4 – 9 minutes.

• It is administered as 1:1 reading by a teacher known to the child 
(preferably the class teacher).

• Individual pupils’ results will be made available to parents in order 
for them to monitor their child’s progress in developing word reading 
skills.

• Pupils who do not reach the expected standard would receive extra 
support  in Year Two to ensure that they can improve their decoding 
skills. The opportunity to retake the check will be in June the 
following year.



Maths Autumn  term 
objectives 

Number  : Place Value within 10

Addition and subtraction within 10 

Geometry – revisit 2D and 3D shape

Number: Place Value within 20



Maths Spring term 
objectives 

Addition and Subtraction within 20

Number: Place Value within 50.

Multiples of 2,5 and 10 to be included

Measurement: Length, height, weight and 
volume  



Maths Summer term 
objectives 

Multiplication and Division – multiples of 2, 5 
and 10 will be reinforced during this time.

Fractions 

Position and direction 

Place value within 100

Money 

Time 



So, how do we 
help the children 

meet those
objectives?



Number Octopus 
An activity to aid mental fluency completed independently 

then gone through together as a class.

White Rose & Mastery 
A resource referred to support our Maths teaching and we 

use ‘Mastery’ to deepen our children’s understanding.

Mental Maths/ fluency  and 

Problem solving and Reasoning 
We give the children the chances to recall what they 

know along with opportunities to  

explain/apply what they know 

and what they have learnt.  



Please note:
When referring to Number and Place Value 

the focus here will always include counting 
forwards and backwards beginning with 0 or 1 

or from any number. 

The Autumn term also has the counting, 
reading and writing of numbers in numerals 

and words of numbers 0 to 20. 

While the Spring and Summer  term will just 
have the focus on the counting,         reading 

and writing of numbers 

to 50 and 100.



Please note:

Across the year within Number and Place 
Value, given a number the identifying of 1 

more or 1 less  will be looked at. 

There will also be the identifying and 
representing numbers in different ways and 

the language of equal to, more than, less than 
most and least will be looked at and revisited 

as the numbers themselves get bigger.



How you can help

• Newsletter - Please refer to it so you know what 

we are doing along with the hints to help at home.

• Number Octopus -Encourage that quick fire 

mental addition or subtraction with numbers of your own 
that your child is comfortable with. Can they tell you if it is 
odd or even? Get them to show you the head and shoulder 
trick! ☺

• Counting forwards and back- Do have 

your children practise this from any given number  
especially going backwards when crossing a boundary                                                     

• like 32,31,30,29,28..are they as confident? Do

• you hear 29 after 30 or is it 39?      



How you can help

• Digit formation accuracy -Similar to letter 

formation their digit formation is key for end of Year 2 
expectations so do practise that as well. Why not call out a 
number and see how they get on forming it. Do refer to the  
Digit Formation sheet sent home in week 1.

• Go over number bonds of 10
• So recalling  them: 0 +10 = 10, 1 + 9 = 10, 2 + 8 =10 and so 

on until you get to 10 + 0 =10. That systematic approach is 
ideal then once confident why not use ‘Bonds of 10 Tennis 
to see what they know at speed. You say 9, they then say 
1. You say 3 , then they

• say 7. Keeping it a bit more random helps too.

•



Go over number bonds within 10 
Here you really help ensure your child knows the essence of a 
number within 10. For example  with 5 it’s important they 
know 0+5 = 5, 1 +4 = 5, 2 +3 =5, 3 +2 = 5, 4 +1 =5 and 5+0 = 5. 
Knowing these number bonds will help when adding 2 single 
digit numbers like 8 +5. Knowing 5 is 2 + 3 should then help 
them do 8+2 = 10, then 10 +3 = 13  to solve 8+5 = 13.  (Knowing 
bonds of 10 help it too! ☺ )

(7 +2 =9)

(6 + 3 = 9)

Knowing number bonds within 10 will 

help support their addition 

and subtraction.



Handy Websites
The website below offers a number of activities that 

support the Year 1 and Year 2 Maths and English curriculum. It is 
also tablet friendly. 

http://www.ictgames.com/

The maths games give clear instructions on what to do and which 
objective it supports.

There is a handy writing formation game too. If you choose to 
use it we use the set of 4 lines using the red and blue lines. They 

are similar to what the children use at school.

http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/mobile/index.html

http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/mobile/index.html


A Few Reminders!

• Book bags brought in daily, with the books and reading 
record book.

• If your child does an after school club E.G. gym or football, 
please put their kit in a separate bag. 

• Names on EVERYTHING please!

• Named water bottles – all through the year, separate from 
any packed lunch bottles.

• Attendance and Punctuality.



A Few Other Reminders!

• Hair care!

• Children’s collection time – please be on time 3.20pm

• Any one off changes in collection written on a small note for 
the class teacher.

• No sweets for treats – e.g. birthdays! 

• Only medication proscribed by a doctor, given to the Office.

• Do you think you might be entitled to Pupil Premium? If you 
do, please see the Office. It will greatly help your child and 
the school as a whole! 


