
English – The Great Kapok Tree 
 

This week we are going to be authors and write our own versions of the Great Kapok Tree. At the end of the week you will be able to present your story. 
Have a go at videoing it, we would love to see it.  

 

 

Teach Activities 
Day One Outcome: To become familiar with the story of the Great 

Kapok tree and begin to plan our story.  

 

Watch the video of the Great Kapok Tree. You can also read 

the story from the powerpoint. Chat with an adult or sibling 

about the story. Have a think about the following questions: 

 

• What is the story about? 

• Which animals are in the story? 

• What lessons do they teach the man? 

• How do you think the animals feel when they see two 

big, strong men enter the rainforest? 

• Why do you think the men want to cut down the tree? 

 

Discuss how the kapok tree/rainforest provides for animals 

and plants and how they rely on one another. 

 

Now, let’s try some drama to see how different animals move. 

When you are thinking of how the animals move, try and think 

 Activity 1) Look at the pictures of the animals. Have a go at 

moving like the animals and think of words to describe how you 

are moving, use adverbs to describe your verb. An adverb 

describes how you do something. These words end in -ly.  

e.g. the Macaw flies quickly and silently through the trees.  

 

Look carefully at the pictures and see if you can think of some 

adjectives to describe what the animals look like. Adjectives are 

describing words they tell us what a noun looks like. 

e.g. the beautiful, bright Macaw  

 

Activity 2) Choose 3 animals for you story and fill in the chart. 

This will help you on day 3.   

 

Extension: Have a think about why they wouldn’t want the man to 

cut down the Kapok tree.   



of words to describe the movements e.g. slithered, stomped, 

hopped. 

We are going to start planning our own version of the story. 

In the story different animals come to tell the man why he 

shouldn’t cut down the great Kapok tree.  

Choose 3 animals found in the rainforest that you would like 

to feature in the story, you can think of your own, they don’t 

have to be the ones from the story.  
 

Day Two Outcome: To draw a story map of your version of the Kapok 

tree.  

 

A story map helps us organise our ideas of a story before we 

start writing. Today you are going to draw up your story map 

for your own version of the Great Kapok Tree before you 

start writing up tomorrow. There will be 6 boxes to fill in. 

Underneath have a think of words you will use in your story. 

You may want to change the characters. You may like to think 

about how your story starts. You will have your chart from 

Monday which includes the adjectives, adverbs and animals 

you will use. All your ideas can go into your story map ready 

for writing up.  

 
Box 1) Entering the rainforest 
2) Man falls asleep and 1st animal 
3) Second animal 
4) Third animal 
5) Man wakes up surrounded by animals 
6) Man goes to chop down tree but walks away 

Day Three  Outcome: To write the beginning of your story up until the 

man falls asleep.  

 

Remind the children of the start of the story. Don’t show 

them the video of the story, just show the pictures in the 

power point and get them to say what is happening in the 

picture. Talk about what the rainforest looks and what the 

men are doing.   

Have a go at writing the beginning of the story. Draw attention to 

the fact it is written in the past tense. Try to add in expanded 

noun phrases: 

 Here is an example: 

Strong, brown trunk 

Remember you can use ‘and’ to separate adjectives as well as a 

comma. This changes up your writing and makes it more exciting 

for the reader. 



 

Listen or read the story again.  

 

Have a go at writing the beginning of the story. 

You can use the Kapok tree word mat to help you, you can add 

your own words onto the word mat too.   

 

 
EG: A man walked into the rainforest. The forest was alive 

with noises of howling monkeys and squawking birds. The 

creatures all stopped to look at the man. What was he doing 

here? He was carrying an axe. He stopped to look at the 

great kapok tree, then began to chop at the strong, brown 

trunk. Chop! Chop! Chop! It was very difficult to chop the hard 

wood. Sweat dripped down his back. Slowly, he sat down to 

rest. Before he knew it, the heat of the rainforest had sent 

him to sleep. 
 

 

Day Four Outcome:  To be able to use speech marks correctly and write 

the middle part of your story.  

 

Speech marks are used to show what is being spoken. They go 

at the beginning and the end of speech. Punctuation goes 

within the speech marks. 

 

e.g.  

“Where is my dinner,” the jaguar roared, “I want it now.”  

 

When you are writing speech, it needs to start on a new line.  

 

 

Look at the chart you completed from Day 1. Add any other 

ideas you may have had to your chart.  

Activity 1) Watch the video below on how to use speech marks 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/articles/zhqh92p 

 

Then have a go at adding speech marks to the sheet, remember to 

use the rules you have learnt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Think about the following questions: 

Where does the animal come from? 

How does it travel to the man? 

What does it look like? 

How does it move? 

How does the animal speak to the man? 
 
 
 
  

Activity 2) Write the middle part of your story up until the man 

wakes up. Use the table you made on day 1 to add in descriptions 

of your animals. Remember to write in paragraphs and use 

punctuation correctly. You can use the Kapok tree word mat to 

help you, you can add your own words onto the word mat too.   

  
 

Day Five Outcome: To write the end of your story and edit it.  

You are going to finish your story today.  We are going to 

write the ending and the man waking up and leaving the forest.  

 

When you have finished your story, you can edit it.  
 
 
 

Reread the beginning and middle parts of your story. Today, we 

are going to write the ending of our story.  

Begin the ending with an exciting word such as, ‘suddenly’  

Remember you can use the Kapok tree word mat to help you, you 

can add your own words onto the word mat too.   

  

 

When you have finished your story, use a different coloured pen 

or pencil to edit your work.  

When you are editing your work check that: 

- You have used capital letters and full stops 

- Speech marks have been used correctly 

- You have written in paragraphs 

- You have used expanded noun phrases 

- You have used adverbs? 
 

Extension   Outcome: Present your story. 

 

 

Can you rewrite your story in your best handwriting? Could you 

make yours into your very own book and add a front cover? You 

could also read your story to a family member or video it and send 

it into school. We would love to read or hear them. 
 

 


