
 

This is the Year One Newsletter – Welcome Back! 

 

What we’re doing next week: How you can help at home: 

English – The Pirates Next Door 
Our main text next week is the excellent ‘The Pirates Next 

Door.’ A book, as you may surmise, about a family called the 
Jolley-Rogers who move in to a town called Dull-on-Sea. 

During the week, the children will learn about adjectives and 
scene setting, discussion feelings and opinions and even 
become Mayor for the day making an important decision 

whether the pirates should be allowed to stay in the town or 
not. They will also get a chance to look at the main character 

in the story and write him a letter! 

 

 
When reading at home see if your child can notice any 
adjectives (describing words) in the stories that you are 

reading. Can they discuss what a character of their 
choice from the story is like and talk about them in 

detail? Finally maybe you can see what their opinion on 
the story is and discuss how opinions can be both 

negative and positive.  

Maths – Numbers to 100 
Next week we’ll be starting to explore numbers to 100. We 

will be starting off the week by counting forwards and 
backwards from any given number on a 100 square. We will 
then be focusing on partitioning 2 digit numbers into tens 
and ones and learning the value of each digit in a number.  

 

If you say a random number under 100 to your child, 
could they tell you one more or one less instantly? If 

they can do that could they do ten more or ten less? If 
that’s a doddle, how about two more or two less? Even 

if that crosses a ten (say, 39 to 41 or 31 to 29)? How 
about five more or five less? Remember we want them 

to be able to do this without even thinking about it. 
Keep practicing counting in 10s but don’t always start at 
0. Choose a random number and see if they can add 10 
each time. 3, 13, 23….. What do they notice about what 

the new number ends in? 

Science – Trees 
This week the children will recap on plants with a focus on 

trees. We are lucky as Miss Zara is on a leaf hunt and will be 
bringing in some leaves for us to observe and sketch.  

  

Have a look on the Woodlands Trust website. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ 
There is lots of information on this site that you can 

learn from. Perhaps if you have time at the weekend to 
go on your socially distanced walk and have a look at 
the different trees around our local area! I wonder if 

anyone will be able to find the special tree in Ladywell 
Fields with a sign all about it? 

Geography – Maps 

The children are going to have a look at what a map is 
and how we use them. They are then going to have a go 
at using their imaginations and drawing their own map 
of Dull-on-Sea which is linked to our book for the week! 

 
Have you got any maps at home the children can have a 
look at. Perhaps you can show them Google maps and 

City mapper and see if they can find their way to school! 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/


 

  
(Of course Dull-on-Sea doesn’t exist so here is a map of 

Burnham-on-Sea!) 
 

Computing  
Whilst we won’t be able to use the computers at school for the short term here is a great resource which fits our new 

topic of ‘High Seas Explorers’. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsd8xs/articles/z6vyf4j 
 

Art – Ship in a Bottle 
The children will be creating their own ship in a bottle. They 
have already begun the outline of their ship and next week 

they move onto the sails.  

Google ships in a bottle and see if the children can 
identify some of the features of a ship.  

How are your child’s cutting skills? If you (or they) draw 
a shape onto a piece of paper, how accurately can they 

cut it? They could always try cutting pictures out of 
magazines (old ones) if they want more of a challenge, 

they could even turn their snips into a collage. 
 

Words of the Week 

This week’s words are: My, are, no, were, was, because, 
would 

 

 
How many of these can your child spell? Could they use 

any of them in a sentence? How many of them could 
they get into one sentence? 

 

Phonics  
A mixed bag of phonics this week: 

ew /ue/u_e, oa/ow/o_e, ou/ow, air/are/ear, r/wr. 

 

 
How many of these sounds can your child spot inside of 

words? Can they think of any words that have those 
sounds in them? Could they write those into a 

sentence? 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsd8xs/articles/z6vyf4j


 

 

 



 

 

 

 


