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First person in space =

Soviet cosmonaut (the Soviet Union name for an astronaut) Yuri
Gagarin (1934-1968) became the first human in space on 12 April
1961. Strapped in his Vostok 1 capsule, a simple spacecraft, he
orbited Earth once before re-entering its atmosphere. The capsule
had two parts, and only the one with Gagarin inside was supposed to
return to Earth. When he started his descent, the two sections of
the craft got stuck together by a cable. Gagarin was spun around and
violently shaken as the two parts tried to separate. The heat caused
by speeding through the atmosphere finally burnt through the cable
and the part with Gagarin inside fell towards Earth. Once it was 7km
(4.5 miles) above the ground, Gagarin ejected himself from the

craft and parachuted to Earth. After his spaceflight, Gagarin became
a world hero and received many honours. He was killed in a jet crash

in 1968 while training for a return to space.

Yuri Gagarin’s spaceflight lasted 108 minutes.
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