
Year One Newsletter 
Week Beginning: 23rd May 2022 

Topic: Nature Detectives 
End of Topic Question:  

Which plants and trees would you put into the new wildlife garden and why? 

 
Weekly Reminders: 

Horniman’s Trip this week! Orange – Monday Green – Tuesday  
Purple – Wednesday 

 
Jubilee Celebration – Friday 27th May 

 
 

What’s Happening Next Week: How You Can Help at Home: 
English 

Answering our Unifying Question! 

 
This week the children will answer the unifying question 

which has been on this newsletter each week!  
  

Which plants and trees would you put into the new 
wildlife garden and why? 

 
They will design a landscape aerial view plan of the 

garden, combining their geography and science 
skills, using a key to show which UK plants and trees 
they would like the plant in the NEW wildlife garden 

plans for Stillness.  
 

They will then use their plans to write simple 
sentences to persuade Mrs Grimes to choose their 

ideas for the garden! 
 

They will also write a recount this week, writing 
simple sentences to share what they experiences 

and their favourite parts of their Horniman’s 
Museum Trip.  

 
  

 
Look at garden plans online. Which ones do you 

like? Why?  
 

How do you know what different areas of the garden 
there are and what might be in them?  

 
Why not make a key for an existing garden map? 

 
What can you see? What symbol will you use?  

 
And if you have a garden… why not try making an 

airial view plan of your own green space?! 
 



Phonics 
This week children will re-visit the sounds… 

 
ph phone 
wh wheel 
ie shield 
g giant 
 
Tricky words: friend once our because laugh 

 
eBooks! 

 
Don’t forget to enjoy your eBooks over the half 

term!  
 

Stickers with username and password are now on 
your child’s reading records and they also have a 
class coloured book mark in their reading wallets 

too! 
 
 
 

Maths – Halves 
We’ll be finding halves of shapes and halves of 
amounts next week. The children will start by 

cutting out regular shapes and folding them in half, 
then recording the halves they’ve found. Then 
they’ll be finding halves of amounts, effectively 

dividing them into 2 equal groups, which follows 
on nicely from the division work we’ve been doing 

this week. 

 
You could have your child try finding halves of 
shapes this week. Cut out some regular shapes 
for them; squares, triangles, circles and have 
them fold them in half. Are there any shapes 
that can be folded in half in different ways? 

 
 

Science – Have our seedlings grown?  
 

This week we will be taking a look at the seedlings 

we planted before Easter. Have they grown? How 

much have they grown? What parts of a plant can 

we identify? Are there any parts of a plant we can 

see but think will soon grow?   

 

 

Take a look at your seedlings you took home. 

Have they grown? How have they been able to 

grow?  

Please send in any pictures of your child with 

their plant via Dojo. We’d love to show 

everyone in the class how they’ve changed! 

 



Art – Final print and evaluation 

Children that have not yet done so will have the 

opportunity to print their design onto a canvas bag 

using a roller and printing ink. 

After the children will evaluate the design. How 

does it compare to the artwork of Georgia O’Keefe 

and William Morris?  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Computing – Finishing our PowerPoint and evaluating 

 
This week we will continue our PowerPoint 

presentation on Ladywell trees. The children will 
work on any steps they have not yet completed. 

This might be pasting the images of the trees, 
adding text, editing and improving the text or 

adding animations and transitions.  
 

After, the children will evaluate their presentation. 
What went well? What did they enjoy? What was 
tricky? What would they change if they could do it 

again?   

 

 

Keep practising those mouse and keyboard skills 
at home with your child – even using the 
mousepad on a laptop will be beneficial. Paint is 
a great program for your child have fun with 
whilst brushing up on these skills. You could also 
allow your children to get more familiar with 
PowerPoint. Any practise will be hugely valuable 
when enter the computing suite in the near 
future. 

Geography – Map design  
 
 

This week the children will be using their keys to 
design a new nature garden. They will be drawing 

maps from an aerial perspective.    

 
 

Follow this link to see put your compass skills to the 
test. Follow the instructions and click on the final 

destination.  
 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/games/direction-
nsew-.html 

 

 
 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/games/direction-nsew-.html
https://www.mathsisfun.com/games/direction-nsew-.html


RE – Churches 
 

This week we will continue to look at churches. We 

will be learning about what features you are likely 

to find in a church and what they are used for.  

 

 

PE 

The children will have two sessions of PE during 

the week.  

In their first session they will focus on athletics. 

During their second session the children will 

develop their fitness.  

Please make sure your child has their PE kit in 

school ready to get changed for their PE sessions.  

 

 

     

                     

 

Keep fit at home too! Remember to use the 

many resources and ideas on the  

Get Set 4 P.E website (activities can be found in 

the ‘Active Families’ section)!  

 

Why not work on your child’s throwing accuracy 

and spring spellings at the same time with the 

below activity! 

 
 

Have a lovely weekend all. 
 

The Year 1 team 😊 


